
From Pastor Logid 
   
It is fitting that we Lutherans highlight the work of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther in the month 
of October. It was on All Hallows Eve, October 31, 1517, that he nailed the famous “95 
Theses” to the church door to facilitate debate about the sale of Indulgences to pay for 
the forgiveness of sins. He argued that salvation is a free gift of God in Christ and 
received by faith and not purchased by money.   
 

He had learned from the study of Holy Scripture that salvation, eternal life, the 
forgiveness of sins, and the gift of righteousness received by faith was God’s plan to 
save human beings. 
 

Luther writes in 1519 about his evangelical experience. “I had conceived a burning 
desire to understand what Paul meant in his Letter to the Romans, but thus far there 
had stood in my way, not the cold blood around my heart, but that one word which is in 
chapter one: "The justice of God is revealed in it." I hated that word, "justice of God," 
which, by the use and custom of all my teachers, …that justice by which God is just and 
by which he punishes sinners and the unjust.” 
 

He continues, “I meditated night and day on those words until at last, by the mercy of 
God, I paid attention to their context: "The justice of God is revealed in it, as it is written: 
'’The just person lives by faith.’ I began to understand that in this verse the justice of 
God is that by which the just person lives by a gift of God, that is by faith.” By meditating 
on Scripture, he came to be enlightened by the Holy Spirit to see that the righteousness 
of God is given as a gift to those who have faith in Jesus Christ. The believer in a life of 
walking with Jesus then strives to live out the righteousness that they are given by faith. 
It is by faith “alone,” but faith is never alone.  It is manifested in loving God and loving 
our neighbor. 
 

Take a look at Philippians 3:8 and 9, “For his sake [Christ] I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith…” What a 
sweet gospel it is for believers.  The heavens are open to us.  We have access by faith to 
the Father.  We have Christ, who promises to answer our prayers, not because we 
deserve it, but because of his grace and mercy. 
 

How could a simple and unimportant monk have the strength and boldness to stand up 
to the Medieval powers of the church and the Holy Roman Empire?   
 

Worship Schedule 

Saturdays – 4 PM 
Sundays – 9 AM   

 

Bible Studies 

Sundays 
Bible Class – 10:15 AM  

(Parish Hall) 
 

Mondays 
Women's Bible Study – 
9:30 AM (Parish Hall) 

 

Wednesdays 
Read Scripture Study –  
9:30 AM (Parish Hall) 

 

Fridays 
Men's Bible Study –  

9:00 AM 
1st, 3rd & 5th Friday  

(Parish Hall) 
 

Bible Class  
10:30 AM (Parish Hall) 
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In and through his relationship to Jesus Christ!  We, too, have Christ to come along side and help us.  He invited us to 
daily trust him.  He gives the power to boldly confess him before others and face our life’s hurt and pains, struggles and 
disappointments.    
 

No one knows the future.  But we are assured that we journey into the future with the love of Christ in our hearts and 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  He leads and empowers us to take on whatever comes our way.   
 

We now have a draft Strategic Plan produced by the hard work of our Strategic Planning workshop volunteers and led 
by our consultant, Dr. Ross Stueber.  We thank God for their efforts.  The congregation will review the Plan in October. 
We ask God to lead and guide us as we move to call a new senior pastor to lead us into God’s future.   
 

In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Mark Logid 
  

     Joining the Church Triumphant 

     Crown of Life members who were recently called home to Heaven are: 
 

 

     Dave Brodzeller, August 27 
     Sam Genco, September 9 

 
 

We celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved as well,  
knowing that God honors our tears. 

 
 

 

Since hundreds of you have NOT asked – I feel obligated to provide you with the ever popular “update.” In her subtle way, 
Holly reminded me that my report deadline had arrived. Before getting to my latest “update” I would like to define Holly’s 
definition of subtle.  Imagine you are a little mosquito, sitting on a little ledge, minding your own mosquito business, when 
all of a sudden you get hit over your little mosquito head with a 20# sledgehammer. In addition to getting your immediate 
attention, for a split second, your mind goes completely flat. You have no idea where you are along life’s continuum. Such 
is the “subtly” administered, albeit, in a loving, Christian manner and with a smile (looked like a smirk to me) Holly 
reminder.   
 

The Strategic Planning Committee met on September 12 and 13 to develop the Critical Targets and Goal Statements as the 
final part of the consultant process. The input from the writing committee, the input from the listening posts, and a review 
of the appropriate demographic/geographic data for COL from LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension Fund) were all reviewed. 
The committee then developed a “Critical Targets and Goals” document that will become part of the working document – 
the Strategic Plan - that will serve as a guide for COL as we move forward over the next few years. The Strategic Plan, as 
part of the final consultant’s report, will be given to the congregation ahead of a specially scheduled voters’ meeting to be 
held on Sunday, October 19 after the 9:00 AM service. The voters will be asked to approve that plan to collectively move us 
forward over the next few years. All of that hard work, to set the direction for COL over the next few years, will also guide 
the call committee through that call process. 
 

Speaking of the call committee – the call committee will consist of the following members:  Mark Budensiek (Chairman of 
the and Call Committee Chair), Kathy Beilstein, Jeff Holmes, Pastor Mark Logid (ex-officio), Tom Mertins, Bettie Ore, Kathy 
Shearer, and Ralph Wenstone. The committee will meet (may have already met by the time you read this) to begin its 
work.  Names for nomination will be solicited from COL members within a specific time frame and using a specific 
nomination form (more information on that will be forthcoming). Names will be solicited from District as well. The process 
will proceed following Pacific Southwest District guidelines and procedures and the congregation will be kept informed of 
progress.  
 

The pieces of the puzzle are coming together as quickly as leadership is able to do so – but it is still a slow and ongoing 
process. Your collective patience and prayers are required.  Now if you will excuse me, I have to take 2 mosquito-sized 
Tylenol for my subtle headache!   
 

From the President 
By Tom Mertins 

 

 



             
 

 
 

  

Set Apart to Serve as the Body of Christ in this World 
Christine Escobar, Care Ministry Coordinator 
 
 

   God created us and set us apart for a Holy purpose. Christ has called us together in his church 
   family to represent him in this world.  By this, all people will know that you are my disciples if you 
   have love for one another (John 13:35).   
 

Over this last summer, our Care Ministry volunteers have continued to meet the needs of our church family.  In August, 
our volunteers made 26 visits or calls, served 7 meals, assisted 2 individuals with light handyman tasks, and helped 2 
people with their technology needs.  Thank you to all who have been our Lord’s hands, feet, and heart with our church 
family. 
 

Please join us for educational sessions with Annmarie Cohen, Relationship Manager, VP, BMO Bank in Sun City West, 
on Monday, October 20, 2025, and Chris Haas, Haas Medical Equipment, on Monday, November 17, 2025.  Feel free to 
invite guests who would benefit from these presentations. 
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Homebound/Care Center Visits  

Darlene Markle 970 623 9360  

Dee Harries 785 562 6801 

 

Share a Meal Request/Referral  

Robin Coursen 303 249 2644 

Denise Trevarrow 623 879 2630 

 

(Light) Handyman/Technology Services  

Duane Rawson (Trustees) 928 925 0453  

 

Community Resource Referral / Questions: 

Christine Escobar 808 778 1141 or 

email griefcare@colchurch.com 
 

 

   Thank you for the well wishes through cards, phone calls, and visitations while in rehab after 
   knee surgery. I greatly appreciate the meals, continued phone calls, and visits once I returned 
   home. God has truly blessed me and my recover through Crown of Life.      - Evelin Lackey 
 

I greatly appreciate the visit of Pastor Logid during my prolonged hospitalization. Also thank you to the prayer team 
and other members for their cards, prayers, and willingness to help. You all kept me close to the Lord.  
In Jesus Name, Paul Brown 
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Library News 
By Janet and Judy 
 
 

The COL library is located in the NW corner of Parish Hall. As newer members, we do not know the history of how long 
the COL library has existed, but we do know the packed shelves have received many wonderful books contributed by 
COL members and friends over the years. Who was the first “librarian?” We don’t know that either, but we want to 
personally thank Diane Hammann for her loving oversight of the books donated in recent years. She also started a 
great tradition on the day of the Christmas Cantata: duplicates and other books are displayed in the Narthex and are 
offered free of charge to anyone willing to help cull the library’s growing inventory. We will continue to offer that 
tradition. We also want to thank everyone for their patience during this summer as Judy Manell and Janet Wenk have 
been getting acquainted with and reorganizing the inventory. Rather than using the Dewey Decimal System to locate a 
“category,” books will now be grouped by subject matter. In the meantime, you are still invited to take books out as 
we function without a sign-out or sign-in record. Books can also still be donated to the library during this renovation, 
by leaving them in a box or bag in front of the walled shelving (in front of the windows), with a label attached as 
“library donation.”  

Navigating the Holiday Season, When Grieving the Loss of a Loved One 
By: Christine Escobar, GriefCare Coordinator 

 

This is the time of year when people start planning events for the holiday season.  If you are grieving the death of a 
spouse, family member, or friend, this may be an incredibly challenging time.  Thoughts of social gatherings, family 
traditions, and obligations may leave you feeling anxious and overwhelmed.  You may wish you could skip this holiday 
season and go straight to the routine of the following year—but you can’t. What can you do to lessen your stress and 
loneliness?   
 

You can start by learning what emotions to expect as you face the holidays without your loved one.  Know that you can 
get through these holidays, and even find moments of joy and healing.  So, where can you find out what emotions to 
expect over the holidays, how to create a healthy plan, and how to communicate with family and friends these coming 
weeks? 
 

Attend our “Surviving the Holidays” seminar on November 4, 2025, to hear practical and actionable strategies for 
navigating the holiday season. 
 

We will host our GriefShare “Surviving the Holidays” event on Tuesday, November 4, 2025, at Crown of Life Lutheran 
Church, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  At this two-hour seminar, you will view a video featuring helpful suggestions 
from grieving people who have faced the holidays after their loss.  You will hear insights from respected Christian 
counselors, pastors, and psychologists.  You will also receive a Holiday Survival Guide with practical strategies, 
encouraging words, helpful exercises, and journaling ideas for daily survival through the holiday season. 
  

At our GriefShare Surviving the Holidays seminar, you will meet with other grieving people who understand what you’re 
going through.  They won’t judge you.  They will accept you where you are and offer comfort and support.  There is no 
requirement to share.  We learn a lot from listening to others. 
 

Your holiday season won’t be easy.  Your emotions may ambush you and suck you under at times.  But you can walk 
through this season in a way that honors God and your loved one and keeps you on the path of health and healing. 
 

But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted; you consider their grief and take it in hand. … You are the helper of 
the fatherless (Psalm 10:14).  
 

For the Lord has comforted his people and will have compassion on his afflicted (Isaiah 49:13). 
 

Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are continually before me (Isaiah 49:16). 
 

For more information about our Surviving the Holidays seminar, call Christine Escobar at 808.778.1141 or email 
griefcare@col.com.  We have also placed a sign-up sheet at the Information Desk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:griefcare@col.com
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LWML NEWS                                                 
By: Rita Grover 

   The first full weekend of the month is Mite Weekend. Please stop at the Information Desk and  
   Pick up a small box where coins and dollars may be kept during the month and then brought to  
   church and put in the Large Mite Box. Mite Boxes have changed in color and design over the years, 
   but what has never changed is the dedication of freely given offerings for the purpose of reaching 
   out to others with the Good News of Jesus Christ. Districts still retain 75% of mite offerings for the 
   work of the LWML at that level. The 2025–2027 National Mission Grant Goal of $2,622,270 was 
adopted by delegates at the 2025 Convention. See https://www.lwml.org/mission-grants for the current grant recipients 
and payments. Each month we will highlight one of the current grants. Grant #2 - Orphan Grain Train (OGT) has been 
involved in humanitarian aid to Ukraine since the war began. In the past year, seventeen shipments of donated food, 
clothing, and medical supplies were sent to various locations in the Ukraine. OGT is assisting twelve orphanages in the 
Kherson area and three orphanages in the Kyiv area. OGT is working with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine and 
other Christian churches as it distributes the aid. —This grant is for $100,000. (You can read more about this grant on the 
lwml.org website). 
 

Here at Crown of Life we are needing a President and a Vice President for our LWML. Please pray about it and contact 
Karen Block or Rita Grover if you would consider filling that position. 
 

  Our next meeting will be October 14, 2025 at 1:00 PM in the Chapel. Speaker: Kyla Wang from Phoenix 
  Rescue Mission. A place of healing Phoenix  Rescue  Mission  provides  comprehensive, Christ-centered 
  solutions for men, women and children trapped in cycles of homelessness, addiction and poverty. Please 
come and join us, to hear of their work here in the Valley. 
 

Mark the Date: 
November 1, 2025: Saguaro Zone 26 Fall Celebration: Trinity Lutheran, Litchfield, AZ  
Time: 8 AM to 2 PM   Cost: $8.00 (includes lunch)   
 Speaker: Garuna Foundation, Cheryl Ehlers  
Ingathering : Agua Fria Food Bank                      Carpooling:  Rita - 623-247-9604 

 
 

October 4/5 

Lynne Werle in celebration of 

granddaughter Violet’s 

birthday.  
 

October 11/12 
Marie Pearson in celebration 

 

October 11/12 
Marie Pearson in 

celebration of father 
Carl Fray’s birthday.  

 

 

October 18/19 
Darlene McAfee in 

loving memory of her 
sister Bobbi.  

 

https://www.lwml.org/mission-grantssion%20Grants
https://wikieducator.org/OER_for_Assessment_and_Credit_for_Students
https://wikieducator.org/OER_for_Assessment_and_Credit_for_Students
https://wikieducator.org/OER_for_Assessment_and_Credit_for_Students
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION BOARD SPECIAL INVITATION 

 

 

By Diane Hammann 
 

Very Special Invitation 
 

Rev. Ron Luedemann served as Crown of Life's Pastoral Assistant.  Pastor Ron and his wife, Anne, moved to Texas a few 
years ago.  Rev. Luedemann's grandson, Corey, is a Church Music student studying to be a Director of Parish Music at 
Concordia University in Irvine, CA. 
 

Crown of Life's Mission Board has sponsored Corey for his first two years at Concordia.  In his Thank You note to Crown 
members for supporting his education, he wrote that he has been able to sing in the Concordia Choir and play in the 
Concordia Symphony Orchestra. He is also studying the history of the church and how church history affects worship.  
 

On behalf of the Concordia Symphony Orchestra, Corey is inviting Crown of Life members to concerts they are 
presenting in the Phoenix area. The orchestra will be playing at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 18 in the main 
sanctuary at Pinnacle Presbyterian Church in North Scottsdale (25150 N. Pima Road). They will also be playing at 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday, October 19 at Risen Savior Lutheran Church in Chandler (23914 S. Alma School Road).  The concert will 
be in the Risen Savior's smaller sanctuary, just steps south of the main (large, round) church. Corey would greatly 
appreciate if members of Crown could make it to one of these concerts.  
 

Please consider this very special invitation. 
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The quilters would love to have you join us in making quilts for charities and 
also for our church quilt sale. You don't need to bring your sewing machine. If 

you can thread a needle, cut fabric or use a sewing machine (we have 
several), we could use your expertise. 

 

 

Welcome to our new church members and welcome back to our  
Winter members. (Please bring some cooler temperatures with you!) 

 
 

 

We meet in the Parish Hall at 9AM on the first and third Tuesday of each month 
or sometimes every Tuesday. Bring your lunch if you want to since we usually 

stay until 12:30PM. Hope to see you soon! 
 

We can always use donated fabric (if your fabric stash is overflowing) and gently-
used colored sheets and pillowcases. 

 

Our next Quilt Sale is in early November. Quilts come in many sizes and colors. 
Also have other items like children's cloth books and knit (or crochet) caps and 

other craft items… 
 

Hope to see you at the sale and in our quilting group. 
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Assimilation News 
By: Judith Axelson 
 

Have you signed up for Dinners for 6? It's a great way to get to know your church family.  
The first rotation starts in October. 
 

Sign-ups have started for "A Christmas Story" at AZ Broadway Theater. It's an evening show  
at 5PM on Sunday, November 23rd. More information is at the Information Desk. 
Pay at sign-up. 
 

We always need greeters, so please volunteer and check the chart at the Information Desk. 
 

Watch the announcements for the next Ladies Out to Lunch! 
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HOMEBOUND 
CARE PACKAGES 

 

We need help putting 
together care packages 

for our homebound 
members. Please plan on 
joining us on Thursday, 

October 16th from 9:30-10:30am in 
the Parish Hall as we gather to 
fellowship and put these care 

packages together. 
 

If you have any questions, please call 
Holly at 623-546-6228 or email 

office@colchurch.com. 
 

We hope to see you there! 
 

 

mailto:office@colchurch.com


             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Joe Bailey 
1 Linda Clancy 
1 Jan Landskroner 
2 Janet Bruss 
2 Rick Droescher 
3 Leila Cunningham 
3 Michael Markle 
3 Jerry Myers 
3 David Sweet 
4 Roger Clodt 
6 Phyllis Kelly 
7 Nada McCrea 
7 Liz Wright 
8 Gale Lamps 
8 Dene Munzinger 
 

 

October Servants 

Vacancy Pastor     Rev. Dr. Mark Logid 
Pastoral Assistants Rev. Vern Ermeling, 
Rev. Mark Hein, Rev. Ray Mirly,  
Rev. Gary Smith 
 

ELDERS 
(4:00) Jeff Holmes, Carl Browning, Tim 

Krueger, Mark Budensiek 
(9:00  Jeff Holmes, Tim Jehn, Carl 

Browning, Randy Schulz 
 

TRUSTEES 
(4:00) Tom Ore 
(9:00) Larry L. 
 

FLOWERS 
Saturday:  Deb Christ  
Sunday: Elizabeth Young 
 

LIVESTREAM 
Oct. 5/12: Zach Mulso 
Oct. 19: Todd Schutt 
Oct. 26: Henry Munzinger 
 

SOUND 
Oct. 4/18: Joe Jellison 
Oct. 5/19: Larry Mills 
Oct. 11/25: Dana Boesen 
Oct. 12: Henry Munzinger 
Oct. 26: Eddie Mallonen 
 

SCREENS  
Oct 4/25: Ginger Stribling 
Oct. 5: Eddie Mallonen 
Oct. 11/26: Zach Mulso 
Oct. 12: Ken Coffman 
Oct. 18: Deb Christ 
Oct. 19: Kathy Beilstein 

 

TELLERS 
Kathy Beilstein, Judy Briddle, Ken Grover, 
Chris Grundy, Dale Johnson, Judy Manell, 
Sheila Mecham  
 
USHERS 
Sat.: Chris & Linda Beck, Lori Robinson, 
Richard Meyer 
Sun: Lowell & Ginett Janssen, Tim Aden, 
Lynne Rose 
 
GREETERS 
Sat: Suzette McPhail, Karen Sheppard,  
Sun: Kathy Schutt, Janis Reese, Chris 
Weber 
Guestbook: Shirley Swartz 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

16 Harold Schwandt 
17 Amy Dunaway 
18 Carol Huff 
18 Sandra Mitchell 
18 Jane Pollock 
19 Harry Bernhardt 
19 Micah Boesen 
19 Lisa Safago 
20 Clark McCaslin 
21 Gerry Carr 
22 Evelyn Sandstede 
23 Mila Boesen 
23 Ross Burkhardt 
24 Larry Hering 
24 Bettie Ore 
 

1 Larry and Lana Bublitz 
1 Bradford and Jacquelyn Leavitt 
2 Jim and Denise Trevarrow 
3 Robert Barden and Jan 
3 Bob Walker and Jan Walker-Barden  
5 Tim and Sallie Jehn 
6 Mike and Joy Spinella 
8 Harry and Cheryl Bernhardt 
12 John and Kay Bieschke 
12 Paul and Linda Swanson 

16 Bob and Karen Downes 
16 Mike and Debbie Leisure 
19 Kathryn Nord and Glen 
20 Robert and Joan Byrd 
20 Ron and Nora Mara 
22 Phill and Hollis Robbins 
24 Doug and Jean Butner 
28 Earle and Martha Denny 
29 Lowell and Ginett Janssen 
29 Darrell and Cheri Kuchta 

8 Corrine Schreiber 
8 Jim Trevarrow 
10 Robert Bowker 
10 Jean Butner 
10 Mike Leisure 
11 Bob Coursen 
12 Kay Bieschke 
12 Donna Larson 
13 Harriet Bade 
13 Carol Peterman 
13 Eddie Van Niel 
15 Mike Pier 
15 Janis Reese 
16 Ginny McDuffee 
16 Julie Schmidt 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
Sat: Ginger Stribling, Rita Grover 
Sun: Marge Weigand, Julia Schmidt 

Sunland Memorial Plots Available 

Crown of Life has been graciously gifted a Niche and Burial Plots at Sunland 
Memorial Park and Mortuary. These are available for purchase at a 
significantly reduced rate. If you are interested in purchasing, please contact 
Holly in the church office at 623-546-6228 for more information. 
 

Haven of Remembrance – Companion Niche 
Market Value: $3,495        Crown of Life Price: $500 
Please note: Additional costs for engraving, opening/closing, and associated 
fees are estimated at approximately $4,000. 
 

Garden of Faith – Side-by-Side Burial Spaces 
Market Value: $7,995       Crown of Life Price: $3,000 
Includes: 2 burial vaults, 2 vault installations, and a companion marker 
Please note: Additional costs for opening/closing and other associated fees 
are estimated at approximately $4,900. 
 
 

25 Shirley Wright-Panek 
27 Sheila Mecham 
28 Lynn Maleta 
28 Lisa Royer Nicholson 
29 Kurt Price 
29 Tamara Willars 
30 Marvin TenBroeke 
30 Darline VanderWerf 
31 Donna Beeson 
31 Joy Belhumeur 
31 Randy Schulz 
31 Paul Swanson 



             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


